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The _. ar of ..193.94/5.. as_ ee ftre , oma

AS _tR: we alook upon this war as well as the

first world war only indirectly as world-4haking events* We consider

their origin and course from the political and military standpoints

Our Judgment is influenoed by the personral inner experiences.

OAe oould say that the whole world is inclined to see such shooks

whieh are still taking effect - "egotistically";every nation sees

·OI point of viewv

The praotilal 'Realpolitik" has to oonsider these eventualities.

The train of thought of prosaie politics necessarily hae to be different

from that whioh meditative professors and philosophers may bring out

in their studies*

lNevertheless it is tempting to look upon and understand suoh great

evets feIn"frMo the prevailing spirit of the times and the

Maaerntlv necessary "Realpolitik.*

A"l. a_ ?.'rr._....B__p e unitversal history proves that great

upheavals of the past are seen diAoeyntlyr in every century, an soon as

the feelings of later generations have become detached from paet events,

memories of which have already faded.

Great wars, suoh as those of 1914/1 or 1939/45, are likoe e tgi

of a motor which in itself is already not rruming smoothly.

-1lI-



MS #Dem* cw8

xsactly the same is the case withththe . war periods before

19314 Each respective contemporary person ie, dtzring his .hort life,

mostly inclined to see the cau of. such catastrophesi which effect

him seriously, in the y of responsible men and responsible govern-

ments. Howevert, a reflections show in moet oases that these "ment

these "governtments" were only tool®s, Ait g whom the ipoy2jit t develop-

ment would also have taken plcee. ref e we so often find fl i

opinions about gyeat men. Every oentury looks upon the "man" of history

with t ow spirit of the times and remodels this man aeeording to st
~ %taste. He is used as political advertising for their own propaganda

purposes, Ideas and goals, which they never had in $h.4 lifetime, are

often falsely aesribed to great me. Only hos episodes in their life

ad only 1jgg utterances are selected which seem to serve this purpose.

I am citing below a Ifw pf heA apu y eLI iae, whereby, of coursee

German atd European eases predominate t

1.* Ge n ,ihn is on the one hard, represented as nothing else

but the asiatie usurper, scourge of God and incendiary. Then again,

he becomes the great staterman with remarkable talents, a man, at whose

nomadt ' oourt art and science flourished.

2. -.Ar i.. at first oonsidered the terror of Europe, - acoording

to later descriptions -seems to have been a wise and cultured tgrea9t

man,

3. shrls the Grea (to whom he belongs is a matter of dispute

between the German and French people) i condemned beeause, for the sake

42»
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of religlous belief, he oompletely rooted out the Saxons. Then again,

however, he beoos the great epaeror with politioel foresight, who

wants to «aite the *Pranoonians" and the "Teutona*, and at whose ocnut

the arte flourish and the way is paved for the Christian religion,

4. at n t he ara s a man who, for purely politial

: 8Z^O fn made room for Christianity in his empire. Ptfweve, his

eneiee look upon him as an emperor, whose personal and political

aotions Vwee anything but WChristian.*

T. The emperors of the franeoniaas, the Saxons and the

liohenstaufen are, to this day, atll neasured aceording to two kinds of

standards.

6. The aw men among the Popes are constantly subject to

differenee of opinion.

7. S light is oonstantly thrown upon the cotions of Charles V.,

Wallensteln, Oustrav Adolf Charles XII,, Napoleon, Frederiok the Greats

Bilaarok, etc,* and they and many other men are constantly either being

ooendmned or praised to the skies.

And , allt these eno are only exponente of their time t

It Napoleon I, had been born 50 years earlier or later thae was

actually the case, he would have remained a on eitv ! He had to be

orn at the be of social and spiritual revolution in France, in

rdoer to fulfill the ission with which the « habd entrusted hl. TNo

man, who is called #greatl today, would have beoome 'great", if he

had lived during a -cttea t , under a spirit of the age.
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B« Cha&ge

There were more really "great" statesmen during former tires than

there are today, Let us Just take the last few centuriee* There we

had Michlien, Maxsarin, Fieury, GaQbetta, OlmeWnoeau, or the PitteI

Palmerstone, Diereeli, etc,, or (eorge Washitgton, Ltnoln, oteo or

MWtteiloh or the CO^te de Oavaur, or Bismarek.

In esme way or other, every natison admires the ieminenee and

foresight of theee great statetsmen

.9 .lap . he.rasonfpr . hi? People of today have the same qualities

and perhaps greater knowledget But they are more b'.i by the evolution

of nations into parlia entary unities. y eo mhave to take a thousand

things into consideration and cannot always do that whiont reason has

advised them to do long since. Statesmen of today are dWre:i' op: t

on the refined oonomic system, on publie opinion With all the

progress in the West, this development easily leads to the "masses",

whereby the individual ean no longer bring out his qualities as freely

as he did previously.

Only the with the inner structure of its autocratic regime

is more independent in this*. "Publio opinion" i not valued too highly

in the East and is &alo foreign to the character of the Fasterner.

For that he is too muoh the product of the aoL ltive system and not

an individuals

The 19th and 20th entury are 'W Pf ,r.at Ihanges and

-4.
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prooesse of fermentation. They are henoMefa in the realm of vorld

views, world eoonog and the sooial and religious field. We are

hde _.j!t of this epiritual and material. ontroversy, without being

aware of it during our short lifetiJe e. a.s are not only terrible,

disastroua 'pertods, whit h are the fault of individuals only; they are

also thrnderetrok^s amidst the .mobling ot lateht' sttorm4s.

One shoarl think during s. eturzy of progrest in every roalm

that Ji tbros could no longer bo ary "ideological" problemsfor

the solution of vwhlh wars would be fought. It eas believed that the

religious war of the 16th and 17th entury and the spiritual revolutio

in Franoe at the turn of the 1th oentury would be the last warse

This ise the ease* Demoraey bolsheviem, national socialism

and fascism a or respectivelyj were ideologies wthih canot be denied

and vhich have resulted in great oontroversies* The , two were in

aost of their goals impasible in a mtaern, progressive world. Their

destructive power even sucoeeded in casttti a spell on such edueated

and basioally goodo-aturdl people as the German people. However,

oe-unmim eontimaesie. Although its outor form may conform to western

aonoeptions, this change may be of a strategti nature. Fseentially, it

remains what it ie a world whioh sems weird and foreign to us. This

the Geraman people arid the Goeran tJroaeraht of yesterday also felt ain

threfore desperately fought to the point of self-saerifiee. Today,

too, after <oiplete oollapse and utter el:aMnation, the German people-

during the free eleetions in the three western zones with their
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otes d emtrateed their reJeotion of this world whieh ts foreign to us.

As a wester natton, we would have deserved a Lt. r political

leadership than that of insanlty, Now it is bu - buelieve that

ow philooophy bhall remain opposed to that of the eestern 'Jorld.

Hovwetv, Ideology is an tmportant part of the ot -s, the

feelings of a people, i, e. of publie opinion, which every statesman

has to oosladepr

From a soolallstio point of view, the ideas of 'the Frenah revolution

are still aotiwe, owever, the re lt o. t w sooialism has in the West

developed into the tior oo ialiem whieh atfftrm the State and

which mn longer will have anything to do with oaWmisttio ideas of

bolehevistie origin. In hte, the OQrman people still fought an inner

mfltet regaiaing this - , t hi has been overeome, for the soeialisT

of our able working massees s positiv end aonstructtive

tn the ,s labores and farmers (kolkhos _ (transls colleative

tfars) are als aoialwled, but nobody will want to asser that this

is *demsoorate, Th of the Pant lies in its docile and apathetlo

iassies, Whieh are easily led and have to be used ae a whole in every

respe t, in peace as well as war, free speeeh, trade unions and strikes

a arU rmown to the*, Threy - voltetarly or not often ten hours

instead of eight ad they work hauL This is significant, for this

is a power stoilar to the soilalitm for which Hitler wa e trie=*

Zt e.j1i= c_ and sooial changee hand in hand. Old privileges

are abolished, "elassee are' trar.s fomTed anr.d new higher levels are

developedi



In the religious field too, deviations must develop; there is no

loager any room for and anwtiqunated dsierirmiatione the world has

become too open and too pro^eseive for that, Underrtanring leaders

of churches and relgious organizations shall have to wavth theee

developments, in order to be able to secure a true world religior of

tolerance,

F r om a Millru: point of view, war remains an evil and a last

resort of all eMnsible polittes. War too is beitg revolutionized. The

effect of the nw known weepons of war, the ftrthber development of the

air foree, rocket bombse, etc, extende to the Of the earth.

Oreat world powers require the a w-tiap, the globe for their consider-

ations, which are no longer "operationml" but tepurely . ete The

can no loger- protect then^elver trough t ahr ctical strong points a few

kilometers in area, but require vwie and deep outpost areas, which then

ecnprite their sphere of interet,* Thus, the world has become small,

but the modern meane of deetruetion have assumed large proportions.

Therefore, only the world-atlas can be the answer for strategic world

qauestilons; trope, Africa, etc. have become merely operational g^a

of the whole,

Therefore, on this earth, it is no loier possible for many, but

ofly very few great, me tt rulet everything le.s. has to adtsitt itself

one way or another,

There is also another form of war, tht guns, tanks and airplanes .

It li the "war" of infiltration, agitatton and undermining of peopleta

MS b3 PB387
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irdat ,£2, oftensivte war" is not yet defined, because the "official*

statetmen do not conorisdr thermelves resporieleb HoPever, the actual

evente In the iorld hov what the real ai.s is. The Ta^t excels in this

artt

However, the change in the field of rorjd S eeoAom remains the

moset inportant, * verran want to g, t on ell lie demande f. hi

Atatesmar to see to It) Eh/onr. w evey a3l.vs b ten the batle of all

politioa , but in the 20th centurS It iL nvolves the very tLS&SS! ofi

the great powers.

The caulture and ivillsation of -ur egters worl1d 1 eo'-ti.,g

SeBslittve and comaplioated%. statem1arn ,oijld eIf.or~ to take veasures

whlah would britn abmt aevonoie deitne. utvatrt hotwever, he has

to wake sure that the economie poeribilitle are sustai.ed. .nd not lost*

PFr if this were the case the e ith a iodern .'Etern ntion, it wouid

definitely !jSife.,tg t. The more a rtate is industrialized, the more

externsive is its econosy», the 2 eesv Rcopetit tiorn" cart be toleratedf The

earth bas become t l too iie to alow i:an to be on tlrs place. Whenever

tvo large business coneer s are .de bty ide, tbherAe art orly two

poasibilities they unite or fight each other.

The great outlet markets have bcoweo rEt ;r ; ,stroyrd, r are

disputed! ioweverl, wor'ld poi'ers t's thr .tn o.der to dispose of their

The oivaliiat ton pand culture of the i r SSd .s t. exaoting

and 1- t ta a o^ipioaRted Its people are inei.8S+.tive and their nerves



oan stand mieh whih is unbearable for us. The Ea.st too porsonses

tremendou.s apace and nttural reioutrres, all of which have rot yet been

utcovered tb far.* .ht , it i also only in the procesG of oonr

strurtinM. For that, it avails itself of trained workers from. its own

orks s& - stolen ktowledge and brainwork of abdueted Germans.

Bol.bhevi th* the to unearth the latent treasures through slave

labor. These dangers of soeeomic eompetition in Vurasia do not as yet

exist, but these will follow only after 10 - 20 yeas of ,9,Vtrt

of this trwmerdous machine. One would like to hope and sayt "Videant

consu2lev m (tranmsi Look ahead, statesmen!)

AetUi r. -: is orly a heap of ruins on the n2ti , OnlyR

Pranc e it on thv Iap - 40) illion peoples Everything else is fragmentaxr

and ??? Nothing bt m all weak, sore points and places, "minor states,

slmlar to the furope map in Germany a hundred years ago! Thus, small

voWtern furope rtainrs a week, vtrlnerabAe front, a sensitive pDot on

the world map.

Herey aid for all ie possible only if these weak formations beeome

subordinated to a great tstructure of the remaining world sea powers,

willingly joining same and allowing themselvet to be led. This aonoeran

the tnterest ef j and reDresents life-opreserving OBealpolitik*

and politios based on reason ySh i small p ocle must adopt, if theyr

do not want to t avto faee dangWer, whioh, f or nle may be

bansbhed Ly politices but which could, scie day, be revived.

Therefore, Western F'urope needs W:est-uropean education. This hae
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to begin with the clear :pm ap , V afId thiEs foadation 1i then strengthened

through an interlirnke ecoonoeQ7; iolit^s w1il thern takeae careof itself,

Europe bhas become old. It has flfillei a &rMt mi-st ainR now

has to Join foreea.

The world lives at high npeed anl keep goinglr - the £ problems

still ihae not yet been settled and solved,

Our cWltattni, ho:waer, will cotinnme oty tf it oollaborates

with the e westem world, The remaining fregmtents of the continent

exist for lon1 alone and by themelR2Tev* This elJ.s for a

deterawtn.@d si .i thira:itg

Therefrere, thirn.ng ifn ters of a seale of' I lO1000,flt T see the

catastrophe of the secomnd orld war onr3 as an si. n in the midst

of a eontinuing eolu.tion in 6.1. realms ofT hbuta.n life.

War historier and military rcfleotions of the soldicr are definitely

important for samee, but they are not the essential thing. That ronl.d be

xan S2WZ point of view of a PStighetd Je si2 oeo1 ier.

Th past war too, we must see from a i, and more StSa-

iandea point of view! Crly then can one learn to preovent vorae -or

to reizefpf it. To this extent, hi.torio-philosophic reflections on

the var of 1939/45, a set en from a : i field of vi. Son, e.a only be

useful for all parties oroncernJ d
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